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Alfred Ferdinand Pawlik

Occupation:

I teach Prehistoric Archaeology, Lithic Analysis and field and lab courses in 
Archaeology at the University of the Philippines. I am specialised in 
prehistoric technology and the functional analysis of stone tools, and 
pioneered in the identification of hafting and complex technologies.

Academic background:

I am interested in Stone Age Archaeology and the reconstruction of
hominin behaviour and technology. I studied Pre- and Protohistory and
Geology at the University of Tübingen in Germany where I completed my
Ph.D. in 1995.

Current work:

I am engaged in various research projects in Island Southeast Asia as well 
as in Europe. Currently, I head an excavation in Mindoro directed at 
understanding early peopling and maritime adaptation in the Philippines. 

I also conduct analysis of lithic assemblages from various Neolithic to 
Middle Palaeolithic sites in Europe, among them the type locality of Homo 
neandertalensis, Feldhofer Grotto in the Neandertal valley, and other key 
locations. 

Research in context:

The understanding of hominin migration and adaptation to special 
environments is of great importance for the Prehistory of the Southeast 
Asian region. Likewise is the identification of the use and purpose of stone 
tools extremely relevant for reconstructing the behavioural and cognitive 
evolution of hominins. 



Field surveyMagsaysay, Mindoro Occidental



Field surveyMagsaysay, Mindoro Occidental
Finding caves



Excavating Caves

Karain Caves, Taurus Mt.,Turkey

Liang Bua, Flores



Excavating open sites

Porac, Pampanga



Rescue excavation

Inden-Altdorf
Neanderthal skull from Wadi Amud, ca. 60ka BP Early Homo sapiens skull from Qafzeh, ca. 100ka BP



Rescue excavation

Inden-Altdorf

Artefacts with hafting residues:

Oldest synthetic product:

Birch pitch: ca. 120ka



Colosseum / Rome
‘Amphitheatrum Flavium’

Johann Joachim Winckelmann
Archaeological monuments



Pompeii, Italy



The last day of 
Pompeii, Italy. 
24 August 79 AD



Stonehenge / England



Hagar Qim / Malta



Angkor Wat / Cambodia



Giza: Pyramid of Cheops (Chufu) / Egypt



Giza, Egypt: Sphinx



Luxor / Valley of Kings: Temple of Hatshepsut

Tutankhamun, ca. 1330 B.C. 

Akhenaten, ca. 1350 B.C. 

Hatshepsut, ca. 1508-1458 B.C. 
5th pharaoh of the Eighteenth 
dynasty of Ancient Egypt



Šaruna, Kom al-Ahmar

Wadi el-Shaikh



Šaruna, Kom al-Ahmar, the Necropolis / Egypt



Wadi al-Sheikh / Egypt



Clovis points, Northern America, 13–10 ka BP. Solutrean points, France, 22–18 ka BP.

The art of tool making: Flint knapping



Ritual knife, Aztec, 1500-1600 AD, Tenochtitlan, Mexico‘Eccentric Flint’, Maya, Classic Period, ca. 250-900 AD, 
Central America

‘Dresden Codex’, Maya, Post-
Classic Period, ca. 900-1200 AD, 
Chichen-Itza, Yucatan, Mexico



Palaeolithic: Inden-Altdorf, Lower Rhine valley, GER

“Fallen-tree-shelters“?

When did humans begin building homes?

Eem-Soil: 128-117ky BP (OIS 5e)



Çatalhöyük, Turkey
Creation: 9000 B.)
Apogee: 8500-8000 B.P
Population: c. 5000

Neolithic: 100,000 years later somewhere in Turkey…



Neolithic: 100,000 years later somewhere in Turkey…

Çatalhöyük, Turkey
Creation: 9000 B.)
Apogee: 8500-8000 B.P
Population: c. 5000



Oracle of Delphi / Greece



Island of Crete: Minoan Palace at Knossos



Troy / Turkey



Mycenae (The Lion Gate) / Greece



Aegean Sea



Olduvay Gorge, Tanzania

Lucy, Australopithecus afarensis. 3.2 my



First stone tools, Kada Gona, Ethiopia, 2,6 My



Cut Marks, Dikika, Ethiopia, 3,4 My



Bar‘an Temple or Throne of Queen Bilqis 

(Queen of Sheba) / Marib, Jemen



Ishtar Gate of Babylon / Iraq
Nebuchadnezzar II. (605–562 BC)



Code of Hammurabi,
Susa, Iran. Origin Babylon, 
Sippar? Mesopotamia/Iraq. 
Between 1792 – 1750 B.C.



Macchu Picchu / Peru



Lascaux / France



Lascaux, 

Dordogne, 

France. 18 000 

B.P.



Lascaux 
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Chauvet, Ardèche, France. 32 000 B.P





Altamira / Spain



Pha Taem / Thailand



Niah Cave / Malaysia



Tabon Cave / Palawan



Tataran Isl.

Sidanaw Isl.

Lipuun Pt.



Bilat Cave / Mindoro Occ.



Bilat Cave / Mindoro Occ.

Possible migration routes

into the Wallacean islands

of the Philippines
67-50ka BP

45-39ka BP

100-67ka BP ?

47-16ka BP

Leang Sarru

Early Seafarers -The Mindoro Archaeological Project


